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Presidential Health Summit
19 October 2018
Address by Business Constituency: BUSA CEO Tanya Cohen 


Programme Director, 

Your Excellency President Ramaphosa, 

Honourable Minister in the Presidency, Dr Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma

Honourable Minister of Health, Dr Aaron Motsoaledi

Honourable Ministers, Deputy Ministers, Directors General, and members of Government

Leadership of the Community Constituency, Trade Union Movement, Business leaders

Members of the Media, 

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,


Business welcomes the opportunity to participate in this Presidential Health Summit and more significantly to make a positive contribution towards the strengthening the South African health system. 

Decent Healthcare for All
Those of us engaged in the labour market understand the concept of decent work. Decent work is the concept used to define the multifaceted elements, that as a minimum, constitute what is regarded as a decent job – one with income security, basic employment rights, social protection and the right to engage in social dialogue. 
Similarly, we think that we need to define what we regard as decent health care, where sick people have access to: 
· hospitals, clinics and facilities that are accessible and functional; 
· where medicines are available; 
· where equipment and facilities are in working order
· where systems and processes are efficient
· where there are enough trained and capable practitioners

As business, we share the vision of universal healthcare for all, where people are treated with care and dignity. 

Healthcare is our Achilles heal
However, we find ourselves as at a crisis point. There are far too many experiences of ordinary South African’s that are denied access to decent healthcare. ……… 
It is when people are ill and at their most vulnerable, that a competent State is required. For too long we have vacillated. This situation cannot be allowed to persist. 
Section 27 of the Constitution that provides that everyone has the right to access health care services, including reproductive health care; that the State must take reasonable legislative and other steps to achieve the progressive realisation of such rights and that no one may be refused emergency medical treatment. 
We need to live up to this promise, and turn the trajectory of this sector. 

Business as a partner
As business, we stand ready to partner in this essential endeavour. 
The private sector is one of the most highly regarded in the world – it can offer best of class systems, processes, expertise, training, infrastructure and logistical capability. From a funding perspective, from a process perspective, from a technology and infrastructure private healthcare funders have leveraged the opportunities of the 4th IR and are providing innovative solutions: These can bring patients closer to treatment regardless of where they live. 
· radiologists are reading scans remotely 
· people are obtaining authorisation for surgery at home, without standing in long queues
· etc ….
Mr President, we are asking that you thuma thina to help solve these problems. 
We also need to recognise that the private sector is a valuable contributor to GDP and employment. While it provides an invaluable service to. ………… South African’s, it is also a commercial sector in its own right that can attract and contribute to investment, growth and employment. 

Legislation and Policy
It is with the objective of decent healthcare in mind that amplify the call to intensify deliberations on the NHI in Nedlac, as well as health related regulatory reform. We need to recommit to these important processes so that we can create certainty for the sector and open up opportunities for growth and employment in the sector. 

Conclusion
As with land, mining and energy, we regard health (and education) as key policy areas that need to be tackled if we are going to improve our collective prospects. 
We hope that this Summit marks the start of a new commitment to decent healthcare for all, and that the private sector are embraced as partners in the realisation thereof. 
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